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Auternal Pmprovement. 





[The plan of a Board of Commissioners for 
Internal Improvement, is calculated to be of 
great benefit. If they shall sit permanently, 
any proposition from a company or individuals 
for such purposes, can be submitted to them 
at once; and as their attention will not be di- 
verted to other objects, they will be enabled 
to expedite every useful project, and will 
have the means of deciding on the ineligibility 
of any, with more facility than the legislature, 
whose time will be thus saved. If the Board 
be judiciously selected, their recommendation 
would always carry weight, and perhaps it 
might be advantageous, if their powers should 
be extended to authorize them to subscribe 
the funds of the state to a limited amount. 
The Board of Public Works in Virginia, esta- 
blished for similar purposes, have considera- 
ble discretionary power, and seem to have 
exercised it with great effect.] 


From the Harrisburg Chronicle, Jan. 18. 
On Wednesday last, in the House of 


Representatives, Mr Lehman, from the | 


committee on roads and inland naviga- 
tion, reported a bill, entitled “ An act 
providing for the appointment of a board 
of commissioners, &c.” 

The first section of this bill provides 
for the appointment of a board of com- 
missioners to be named in the bill, to 
consider and digest plans relative to in- 
ternal improvement. 

The 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th sections di- 
rect a survey of the territory which se- 
parates the different navigable streams 
of the state; levels, &c. to be taken; 





































_vels to be ascertained; estimates of ex- P 
pense to be made; report to be made to ie 
the legislature, &c. 

The 6th section authorises the com- 
| missioners to appoint agents, survey- 
, ors, &c. 

The 7th section pledges and appro- + 
' priates dollars annually for ten 
| years, in aid of roads, bridges, canals, 
.&c. The money to be raised by the sale 
of bank stock, by the collection of ar- 
| rearages due for lands, or by a loan on 
\ the credit of the state. iss, 

The 8th section provides for the’ re- te 
ception of proposals to contract for car- 
rying the purposes of the bill into exe- f 
cution. 

The 9th section directs the commis- 
sioners to ascertain, as early as possible, 
the terms upon which the different turn- 
pike companies will allow wagons with ? 
wheels of different widths, to and from 
_the city of Philadelphia, to pass toll free. ; 
| The 10th provides a compensation for 
the commissioners, &c. 
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From a Reading Paper. 


“Qur northern turnpike, from the per- it 
manent bridge at Berwick, has progress- . 
ed beyond expectation. Thirty-four miles a 
have been completed this season, and teaish 
waiting the inspection of commissioners, : 
to be appointed by the governor. The: 
exertions of the managers for the com- 
pany, have enabled the contractors to Vy 





plans, drafts, and models to be executed; 


quantity of rr upon the different le- | 
OL. e 


he 





oe orm in one season, more than could 
| have i. expected in two. This turn- 
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CRUELTY TO HORSES. 








pike, ,with its branches from Niagara 
falls, Tioga, Olyout, Williamsport, &c. 
must be second to none in Pennsylva- 
nia. Taking into view the aenomalate 
roads from the rivers Schuylkill and Le- 
high, entering at the bridge, it is ascer- 
tained that the waters of Black creek 
can be brought on the middle ground, so 
as to effect a lock navigation by the Nes- 
copeck, with the Schuylkill and Lehigh 
water.” 








Communications. 





FOR THE PHILADELPHIA REGISTER. 


To the Citizens of Philadelphia. 


‘© Open thy mouth for the dumb.” 


Several instances of the oppression of 
the noble race of Horses, which have 
lately come under my observation, in- 
duce me to call upon my fellow citizens 
to combine their strength, in an endea- 
vour to lessen this accumulation of ani- 
mal suffering. The pen now trembles in 
my hand in consequence of a scene I 
have just witnessed. A poor, small 
horse, enfeebled and lacerated, was draw- 
ing a loaded cart. The driver, when they 
came to the place of destination, drew 
out the key of the cart, in order to dis- 
charge the load; but the wheels being in 
a deep hole, the strength of the poor ani- 
mal was insufficient to draw them out. 
He was whipped—and whipped—and 
whipped again: but all this gave him no 
additional strength. The injured crea- 
ture trembled at every stroke, and turn- 


ed his head, as if in agony to inquire, | 


“ What more have I to suffer?” But I 
shall not give the sequel of my story. A 
delicate female would shudder at the re- 
cital; and she alone has the misery of 
knowing that she has no relief to offer. 

' A new team-boat plied last summer 
in the Delaware from this city to Cam- 
den. In it a man was stationed with a 
whip, as is usual in such an establish- 
ment, and to the consternation of a late 

assenger, was seen to take off pieces of 


! 


| 


| 





esh at almost every stroke from two 


distorted, and they were almost pras- 
trate in the act of drawing! 

Gentlemen, these instances, you will 
say, are nothing. They occur every day. 
They are mild, compared with what you 
often witness. I can readily believe you. 
I know it is sv. But when you saw 
deeper suffering, where was your hwma- 
nity?—where the recollection of your 
own animal feelings? Have these be- 
come callous with the palsy of age? Oh 
trust then to your memory, that THESE 
STRIPES ARE AGONY! Is youthful feeling 
beaming in your eyes? Is youthful bloom 
mantling your cheek? These then wil! 
inform you, that man should be the guar- 
dian and protector of 


“‘ The various tribes, which Nature gave 
Force, cunning, speed, throughout her plan 
Life to enjoy—from death to save!” 


When you see oppression, say not, “ It 
is in vain to interfere.” This ts an apo- 
logy for inactivity, which has too long 
been given. It is not a reason. 

Make the subject one of general inte- 
rest, and we shall soon be convinced, 
that men may speak to each other as 
men, in the cause of humanity. Huma- 
nity!—where is she? She hides her face. 
The victims of Cruelty bleed in our 
streets, and her eye is turned away from 


oppression! 
ROSALIA. 


For the Philadelphia Register. 


“ Hail wedded love! By thee, 

Founded in reason, loyal, just and pure, 
Relations dear, and all the charities 

Of father, son and brother first were known.” 


That the married state is the happiest 
man can enjoy, has been believed by the 
majority of all ages; yet there have al- 
ways been found some who professed to 
hold the contrary opinion. Within my 
observation, those who have sense and 
feeling almost universally agree in think- 
ing no condition can be so blessed as 





that of wedlock, and such oy as have 
not soul enough to enjoy the delights of 


horses, which seemed to be the particu- || friendship, contend for the superiority of 


lar objects of his cruelty: and 


is bar-|| celibacy. As stupidity of understand- 
barity was exercised upon animals draw- || ing is 


e usual concomitant of want of 


ing a weight so disproportioned to their || sensibility, it is not to be expected that 


strength, that their natural shape was || any arguments [ could: use would con- 
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vince them of their error, and to others 
it might seem superfluous. I shall, how- 
ever, venture a few observations both for 
the sake of those few, who, possessing 
capacities for social enjoyments, are yet 
heterodox on this subject, and because 
many who assent to the doctrine do not 
view it properly or appreciate it sufli- 
ciently. 

That our nature is formed for society, 
and that our wants and our pleasures are 
dependent upon others, no one will de- 
ny. All must feel that the heart with- 
out a consciousness of exciting interest 
in some other, would be desolate in the 
extreme. Now, society cannot be com- 
plete without an intercourse between 
the sexes, and no communion of souls is 
so perfect as that which ought to exist 
between man and wife. The scriptures 
very forcibly express this intimate rela- 
tion in the words, “ And they twain 
shall be one flesh.” It is impossible for 
man to be the friend of man, so near or 
so dear as woman, and no confidence 
can be so unbounded between men, as 
between man and the wife of his bosom. 
The truth is, no man, let him be ever so 
happily constituted, can enjoy equal feli- 
city in celibacy as in wedlock; his gene- 
rous feelings will lose their ardour, his 
charities be dried up and selfishness be- 
come predominant, if he want the excite- 
ment which the ties of husband and 
father give him. Single life is not so 
favourable to morals or to manners as 
marriage. When young men are in the 
habit of associating only with each other, 
their manners ordinarily become coarse, 
their feelings want refinement and their 
minds become imbued with vulgarity. 
Females too, who only enjoy the com- 


pany of their own sex will generally be. 


frivolous and childish. But where from 
childhood an unrestrained intercourse is 
enjoyed, both are benefited. An inter- 
change of thoughts and opinions will 
refine and ennoble the man, and exalt 
and improve the mind of the woman. 
Each wil! learn to respect and to value 
the other, and none who have participat- 
ed the pleasures of such communion, 
Will ever be willing to resign them for 
the peor pursuits of solitary enjoyment. 
Seeing then the presence of woman is 
necessary to make social life agreeable, 
how essential must she be in any scheme 
of domestic happiness: And after all 











MARRIAGE. 8S 


that society can do for us, though we 
may and do derive pleasure from the 
company and conversation of the world, 
yet we must depend for substantial hap- 
piness on home. Home! a name in which 
are so many lovely associations! And 
what is home better than a hermit’s 
cell, if not enlivened by the smiles and 
comforted by the cares of woman. 
Where shali the great man retreat from 
the bustle of the public and the impor- 
tunities of dependents, and where shall 
the poor man be safe from the frowns of 

ower and the toil of worldly business, 
if he have not somewhere “four walls 
mud or marble,” where a tender affec- 
tionate wife and smiling infants shall 
welcome his return. 

People are too often precipitate in 
judging, from the circumstance that un- 
congenial minds are sometimes chained 
together, that there is equal risk of in- 
curring misery or procuring happiness 
by marrying, and that it is therefore 
safer to avoid it. As if the injudicious 
choice of folly were any argument that 
prudence will be defeated, or because 
the headlong marry without considera- 
tion, there can be no security for the 
man of wisdom and reflection. No, let 
the errors of the thoughtless inspire cau- 
tion, but not fear; let young persons 
weigh well each other’s temper and dis- 
position, let them know their tastes are 
congenial, and there is no danger of dis- 
appointment. If young men would con- 
sider, at the commencement of their 
career, how much their future life will 
be affected by the choice they make, 
how much happiness they may provide 
for their age, by a suitable union, and 
how much sorrow and desolation of 
spirit they will be sure to encounter by 
a foolish marriage, or the adoption of 
celibacy, they would not delay the 
search a moment. When a reasonable 
and firm conviction that our comfort 
and happiness will be promoted in the 
highest degree by marriage, is establish- 
ed, our female friends will rise in our 
estimation and will be frequently view- 
ed in relation to that subject. Their 
substantial virtues will then be more 
important than their graces, and their 
useful acquirements be preferred to 
their beauty. Young ladies also who 
think seriously, and most of them do 
sometimes think, will be really better 
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84. FREE BLACKS. 


pleased. with gentlemen of sterling me-| 
rit, than those who have the recommen- 
dation of fortune, or seek their favour | 
by flattery and compliments. Men of 
sincerity and sense will generally suc- 
ceed in engaging the love of women of 
understanding, ‘though sometimes we 
see a fool, in the teeth of all probability, | 
Win a prize worthy to grace a hero. 
When such is the case, we must 
lament her infatuation, and hope she 
may not soon discover her mistake. I 
am inclined to think however that peo- 
ple generally become wonderfully adapt- 
ed to each other in a short time; and 
with tolerably good tempers, most mar- 
ried people will soon learn to make 
themselves happy) in each other’s s society. 
And here is seen a great advantage in 
marrying early, before the habits shall 
have become too permanent to yield, 
and the minds have acquired disposi- 
tions which may not easily coalesce. 
These observations are prompted by 
the desire which every happy man feels 
to communicate his happiness. [am an 


nerally at present the reproach is amply 

merited. Their whole attention is ab- 
sorbed by the appetites and vanities of 
the present moment, and to-morrow is 
left to provide for the evils of itself. The 
oreat number of blacks who crowd our 
almshouses during the winter, when la- 
bour is less wanted, and shelter 1s more 
necessary, consists of such as expend the 
fruits of ‘their labour during the summer 

in drunkenness and debauchery. I be- 
lieve it may be safely asserted, that no 
able bodied black man need ever be in 
want. Their wages as day labourers, are 
much more than. is necessary for their 
immediate subsistence, and the surplus, 

if deposited in saving banks, would be 
quite sufficient to maintain them when 
no work can be procured, or when dis- 
ease renders them unable to avail them- 
selves of it. There are many others who 
expend in foolish attempts at tawdry 
dress and fashionable expenses, the whole 
amount of their earnings. This reduces 
them in a short time to poverty and rags. 
It would be well if this were the only 





eld man, and have reason to know the | 


blessings of wedlock in youth and in 
age. Having married in early youth, 
one whose every feeling is coincident 
with my own, and whose. power to make 
me happy has been felt in ever y hour of 
my life, which has been chequered with 
good and ill, I take pleasure in recom- 
mending to my young friends to pursue 
the same path, and thereby insure the 


same happiness. 
PHOENIX. 


For the Philadelphia Register. 
FREE BLACKS, 


The advocates of the freedom of the 
blacks are now not often opposed by any 
pretended right to detain them in bon- 
dage, but are asked how we can with 
propriety liberate them, when it will not 
only create disorders in the community 
at large, but will make themselves more 
miserable. It is said that they are en- 

tirely incapable of that attention to fru- 
co which would enable them to lay 

a portion of their earnings for a day 
of sickness or want. That they are in- 
capable of such improvement in their 
moral condition, as would lead to this 
necessary parsimony, will not be con- 


consequence that follows it; the inabili- 
| ty to maintain the style they have as- 
sumed, leads them often to dishonesty, 
to theft, and to jail. It is this class which 
brings upon the whole race the frequent 
charge of insolence, and creates them so 
many enemies. 

There are, however, some who afford 
encouragement to those who hope for the 
eradual improvement of this degraded 
race. Asa mark of respect, I lately at- 
tended the funeral of one of them, who 
by means of sobriety, industry and eco- 
nomy, had lived very respectably. He 
was a woodsawyer, and belonged to a 
society of this profession, in which the 
members deposited 25 cents per week. 
From this fund there was allowed him 
during his illness $2 50 per week, and 
the sum of twenty dollars was given for 
his funeral expenses. Institutions of this 
kind, by which the poor are supported 
by their own charity, are free from the 
objections that apply with so much force 
to almost all the relief from the benevo- 
lence of others. ‘The society walked to 
the grave, and were followed by many 
whose dress was comfortable, and whose 
appearance was neat. 

When we entered the burial ground 
of Bethel church, they commenced sing: 





ceded 5 but it must be allowed that ge- 








ing a hymn appropriate to the occasion, 
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which was continued round the grave, 
and had a very solemn and impressive 
or When it was finished, the preach- 

r (a “coloured” man) delivered a dis- 
oo As might have been expected, 
it was full of errors of language, but the 
ludicrous effect of some of them was ef- 
fectually counteracted by many strokes 
of pathos. In speaking of the last mo- 
ments of the deceased, he expressed hinn- 
self with much fecling, and f think with 
more delicacy than I have usually wit- 
nessed. His address to those around 
him was well calculated to produce an 
effect upon them, and appeared to do se. 
One sentence I particularly remember : 
“The greatest. text is an open sepulchre, 
and the loudest voice that can be ad- 
dressed to you will soon be heard on the 
boards of the coffin !” 


BOSTON BILL OF MORTALIPY. So 

Of the foregoing] Of the above there 
there were: died: 

=| In January 71 

. February 60 

ee March 91 

= April 79 

Under l year 83 89 May 78 

From lto 2 49 49 June 83 

740 S205 32a July 3 

Stol10 18 18 August 77 

10 to 20 26 17 September 88 

20 to 30 58 52 October 104 

30 to 40 57 56 November 89 

40 to 50 60 49 December 76 


A. B.S 








Dtatistics. 


5U to 60 51 38 —_— 
60to70 36 35 Total 971 
70 to 80 25 24 
80to90 9 11 
90to100 2 2 
509 462 

509 





Total 971 
Published by order of the Board of Health. 


Jactes Ropinson, Secretary. 
‘ 








BOSTON BILL OF MORTALITY. 


Abstract of the Bill of Mortality for the town 
of Boston, from the 31st December, 1817, 
to the 3lst December, 1818, agreeably to 
the record Kept at the Health Office. 

The deaths were caused by diseases and 
casualties, as follows. 


Abscesses 5 Brought over 543 
Accidental / 1\Fever Typhus 112 
Aneurism 1)Fits 24, 
Angina Pectoris 5|Gout 1 
Apoplexy Gravel 1 
Burns 2| Hepatitis 5 
Cancer 3|Hernia 1 
Casualty 10) Hemorrhagia 4 
Cholera | Hooping cough 2 
Consumption 138)Hydrocephalus 4 
Cramp 1jInfant diseases 156 
Croup 5\Inflam. of brain 1 
Cynanche Maligna  1|Intemperance 2 
Debility 2|Measles 1 
Diseases unknown 246}]Mortification 4 
Drinkingcold water 2|Old age 32 
Dropsy 23}Palsy 6 
Dispepsy 12|Phrenitis 1 
Drunkenness 1/Pleurisy ) 
Drowned 12/Quinsy 4 
Dysentery 4)Rickets 2 
Dy sury 1Scalds 3 
Fever Bilious 7|Scrofula 2 
Intermittent 1)Spasms 6 
Inflammatory 5/Still born 44. 
Nervous 2|Suicide 4 
Pulmonic 36)Sudden 12 
Putrid 1jUlcers 1 
Puerperal 4 omens 


Carried over 543 


Total 971 








; 








Miseellanp. 


From the Freeman’s Journal. 


We have been particularly requested to re- 
publish the following letter ‘from the late £0- 
vernor M‘kean, written but a short time pre- 
vious to his decease. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 
Philadelphia, June 16th, 1817. 
Messrs. Wm. M‘Corkle and Son, 
GENTLEMEN—Several applications having 
been recently made to me, to state the errors 
which L had observed, and often mentioned, 
in the publications of the names of the mem- 
bers of the Continental Congress, who .de- 
clared in favour of the independence of the 
United States, on the fourth of July, 1776— 
I have not, at present, sufficient health and 
leisure to reply severally to each application. 
There can be but one correct statement of 
facts: one public statement, therefore, through 
the press, will serve the purpose of the gen- 
tlemen who have made the request, and may 
also give satisfaction to the minds of others, 
who have turned their thoughts upon the 
subject. If I am correct in my statement, it 
may be of use to future historians; if not, my 
errors can be readily corrected. I wish, there- 
fore, by means of your paper, to make the 
following statement of the facts within my 
knowledge, relative to the subject of inquiry. 
On Monday, the first day of July, 1776, the 
arguments in Congress for and against the 
Declaration of Independence having been ex- 
hausted, and the measure fully considered, 
the Congress resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole; the question was put by the 
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86 MR. M‘KEAN’S LETTER. 


chairman, and all the States voted in ‘the af- 
firmative except Pennsylvania, which was in 
the negative, and Delaware, which was equal- 
ly divided. Pennsylvania, at that time, had 
seven members, viz. John Morton, Benjamin 
Franklin, James Wilson, John Dickinson, Ro- 
bert Morris, Thomas Willing, and Charles 
Humphreys. All were present on the first of 
July, and the three first named voted for the 
Declaration of Independence, the remaining 
four against it. The state of Delaware had 
three members, Cesar Rodney, George Read, 
and myself. George Read, and I, were pre- 
sent. I voted for it, George Read against it. 
When the president resumed the chair, the 
chairman of the committee of the whole made 
his report, which was not acted upon until 
Thursday, the 4th of July. In the mean time, 
I had written to press the attention of Cesar 
Rodney, the third delegate from Delaware, 
who appeared early on that day at the State 
House, in this place. When the Congress as- 
sembled, the question was put on the report 
of the committee of the whole, and approved 
by every State. Of the members from Penn- 
sylvania, the three first, as before, voted in 
the affirmative, and the two last in the nega- 
tive. John Dickinson and Robert Morris were 
not present, and did not take their seats on 
that day. Cesar Rodney, for the state of De- 
jaware, Voted with me in the affirmative, and 
George Read in the negative. : 

Some months after this, I saw printed pub- 
lications of the names of those gentlemen, who 
had, as it was said, voted for the Declaration 
of Independence, and observed, that my own 
hame was omitted. I was not a little sur- 
prised at, nor could I account for the omis- 
sion; because I knew that on the 24th of 
June preceding, the deputies from the com- 
mittees of Pennsylvania, assembled in provin- 
cial conference, held at the Carpenter’s Hall, 
Philadelphia, which had met on the 18th, and 
chosen me their president, had unanimously 
declared their willingness to concur in a vote 
of the Congress, declaring the United Colo- 
nies free and independent states, and had or- 
dered their declaration to be signed, and their 
president to deliver it in to Congress, which 
accordingly I did the day following: I knew 
also that a regiment of associators, of which I 
was colonel, had, at the end of May before, 
unanimously made the same declaration.— 
These circumstances were mentioned, at the 
time, to gentlemen of my acquaintance. The 
error remained uncorrected till the year 1781, 
when I was appointed to publish the laws of 
Pennsylvania, to which J prefixed the Decla- 
ration of Independence, and inserted my own 
name, with the names of my colleagues. Af- 
terwards, in 1797, when the late A, J. Dallas, 
esq. then secretary of the commonwealth, was 
appointed to publish an edition of the laws, 
on comparing the names published ‘as sub- 
scribed to the Declaration of Independence, 
he observed a variance, and the omission, in 
some publications, of the name of Thomas 


M‘Kean; having procured a certificate from | 


the secretary of state, that the name of Tho- 








} 


mas M‘Kean was afiixed in his own hand. 
writing to the original Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, though omitted in the journals oj 
Congress; Mr. Dallas then requested an ex- 
planation of this circumstance from me, and 
from my answer to this application, the fol- 
lowing extracts were taken and published by 
Mr. Dallas, in the appendix to the first vo- 
lume of his edition of the laws. 

* For several years past I have been taught 
to think less unfavourably of scepticism than 
formerly. So many things have been misre. 
presented, misstated, and erroneously printed 
(with seeming authenticity) under my own 
eye, as in my opinion to render those who 
doubt of every thing, not altogether inex 
cusable. The publication of the Declaration 
of Independence on the 4th day of July, 1776, 
as printed in the journals of Congress, vol. 2, 
page 242, &c. and also in the acts of most 
public bodies since, so far as respects the 
names of the delegates or deputies who made 
that declaration, has led to the above reflec. 
tion.. By the printed publications referred to, 
it would appear as if the fifty-five gentlemen, 
whose names are there printed, and none 
other, were on that day personally present in 
Congress, and assenting to the declaration; 
whereas the truth is otherwise. The follow- 
ing gentlemen were not members on the 4th 
of July, 1776, namely, Matthew Thornton, 
Benjamin Rush, George Clymer, James Smith, 
George Taylor, and George Ross, esquires. 
The five last named were not chosen dele- 
gates until the 20th of that month;’ the first, 
not until the 12th day of September follow. 
ing, nor did he take his seat in Congress, un. 
til the 4th of November, which was four 
months after. The journals of Congress, vol 
2d, pages 277 and 442, as well as those of the 
Assembly of the state of Pennsylvania, page 
53, and of the General Assembly of New 
Hampshire, establish these facts. Although 
the six gentlemen named, had been very ac- 
tive in the Amcrican cause, and some of them, 
to my own knowledge, warmly in favour of 
its independence, previous to the day on 
which it was declared, yet I personally know 
ra none of them were in Congress on that 

ay. 

** Modesty should not rob any man of his 
just honour, when by that honour, his modesty 
cannot be offended. My name is not in the 
printed journals of Congress, as a party to 
the Declaration of Independence, and this, 
like an error in the first concoction, has vi- 
tiated most of the subsequent publications, 
and yet the fact is, that I was then a member 
of Congress for the state of Delaware, was 
personally present in Congress, and voted in 
favour of independence on the 4th day of 
July, 1776, and signed the Declaration, after 
it had been engrossed on parchment, where 
my name, in my own hand writing, still ap- 
pears. Henry Wisner, of the state of New 
York, was also in Congress, and voted for in- 
dependence. 

‘* 1 do not know how the misstatement 1 
the printed journals has happened. The m? 
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nuseript public journal has no names annexed 
ty the Declaration of Independence, nor has 
the secret journal; but it appears by the lat- 
ter, that on the 19th day of July, 1776, the 
Congress directed that it should be engrossed 
on parchment, and signed by every memder, 
and that it was so produced on the 2d of Au- 
gust, and signed. lis is interlined in the 
secret journal, in the hand writing of Charles 
Thompson, esy. the secretary. ‘The present 
secretary of state of the United States, and 
myself, have lately inspected the journals, 
and seen this. The journal! was first printed 
by Mr. John Dunlap, in 1778, and probably, 
copies, with the names then signed to it, 
were printed in August, 1776, and that Mr. 
Dunlap printed the names from one of them.” 
Your most obedient servant, 


THOS. M‘KEAN. 


— 


Philadelphia, January 39. 


The National Intelligencer of the 23d 
inst. states, that Col. Trumbull’s Painting 
was exhibiting in this city, “in the very 
room, where, more than forty years ago, 
that most important subject was consi- 
dered and adopted.” We regret that 
this is not exactly correct. Congress sat 
in the eastern, and the picture was exhi- 
bited in the western room of the old 
State House. A few months ago, that 
venerable apartment underwent altera- 
tions and repairs, which made it more 
convenient for the administration of jus- 
tice, but disfigured that ancient appear- 
ance which should have been preserved 
as long as it would last. 

We have heard of an American gen- 
tleman who purchased an antique dug 
from the ruins of Herculaneum. It was 
ahead of Cleopatra, and was set in massy 
gold. The setting was not very fashion- 
abie, and the gentleman had it taken off, 
and affixed the stone to a very handsome 
watch seal. 





FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 


STATE OF THE INDIAN TRIBES. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States, in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the representatives 
of the religious society of Friends in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, 
and the eastern parts of Maryland, res- 
pectfully sheweth 











That, from the. period of the emigra- 
tion of our ancestors to this country, a 
tender concern hath been cherished and 
promoted among us, for the instruction 
and civilization of the Indian natives, 
endeavouring, as occasions presented, 
to manifest the grateful sense we enter- 
tained, of the truly hospitable reception 
and generous treatment they extended 
to those early settlers of this, then a wil- 
derness wok 

Viewing them asa class of fellow men, 
whose neglected and untutored state 
formed strong claims upon the sympa+ 
thy, charity, and forbearance of the 
white inhabitants, our desires for their 
welfare have been unabated; and, for 
many years, with the approbation of the 
executive department, we have been en- 
gaged in exertions to introduce, more 
particularly amongst those nations on 
the north western frontier, such a know- 
ledge of agriculture, and some of the 
most necessary mechanic arts, as would 
enable them to procure ample supplies 
for their comfortable subsistence, and 
gradually prepare them for becoming 
useful citizens ; towards which they are 
advancing with encouraging success :— 
Therefore, from long experience, we 
can confidently state, that they are a 
people whose perceptions are strong, 
lively, and susceptible of great improve- 
ment. 

With deep concern, we have observed 
a disposition spreading in the United 
States, to consider them as an incum- 
brance in the community, and their re- 
sidence within our borders as an ob- 
struction to the progressive improve- 
ments and epulence of the nation. Hence 
it is, that some, through alluring pros- 
pects, calculated for the increase of pri- 
vate emolument, seek to evade or lay 
waste the salutary restrictions which 
have been wisely provided for the regu- 
lation of trade, and to prevent the free 
introduction of ardent spirits among 
them ; which, if they should effect, would, 
we believe, though gradually, yet ulti- 
mately, produce their entire extinction. 

The preservation and existence of na- 
tions and governments, however exalted 
in the scale of power, must depend upon 
the providence of the Almighty; but 
when prompted by ambition, a thirst 
for aggrandizement, they have swerved 
from the principles of righteousness and 
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justice, in the acquisition of territory, 
the enlargement of empire—history fur- 
nishes ample testimony, that this abuse 
of power hath been displeasing in the 


- sight of Heaven, and brought heavy ca- 


lamities upon them. We feel for our 
‘country, and sincerely desire its real 
prosperity ; but, when we behold the 
original proprietors of the land, once an 
independent, powerful people——now 
greatly diminished, and rendered so far 
destitute and helpless, as to be almost 
reduced to a dependence upon the will 
of the government, whether they shall 
remain upon the soil endeared to them 
as the inheritance of their forefathers, or 
be removed to the deep recesses of the 
western wilderness; we are impressed 
with serious considerations, and earnest- 
ly intreat that Congress, as guardians of 
the common weal, may, in all its deli- 
berations and conclusions, respecting 
this afflicted people, espouse the cause 
of humanity, justice, and christian bene- 
ficence ; protect them in the peaceable 
possession of their rights; and extend a 
fostering hand for their advancement to 
the knowledge of obtaining, and com- 
fortabiy enjoying, the means of civilized 
life. ‘Thus the genius and strength of 
intellect with which they are endowed, 
may be gradually matured, and benefi- 
cially directed towards increasing the 
productions and natural resources of our 
country; and the nation would be con- 
soled with the happy reflection, that its 
conduct towards those aborigines hath 
accorded with the injunction of our bles- 
sed Lord, “all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them.” 

Signed, on behalf of a meeting of the 
representatives of the religious society 
aforesaid, held in Philadelphia, the first 
day of the Ist month, 1819. 

Jona. Evans,- Clerk. 


 oaaeneneEl 


/Vorth Carolina. 


We mentioned that the legislature, at 
their last session, had adopted liberal 
measures in respect to internal improve- 
ment, &c. One other act deserves no- 


tice, as marking the progress of intelli- | 


gence: it is an act giving to slaves the 


‘same privilege which is enjoyed by free- 
‘men of challenging jurors. 


A tax of | 








ten dollars is also imposed on everr 
negro transported through the state. 


From the North American Review, No. 22. 


PROFESSOR EBELING’S LIBRARY. 


[The following are the proceedings of the 
Corporation of Harvard College, relative 
to the donation recently made to the Uni- 
versity of this valuable library. We sub- 
join a brief account of the collection.] 


Harvard University, Cambridge. 


Ata meeting of the President and Fel- 
lows of Harvard College, June 26, 1818: 

The President laid before the board a 
letter from the Hon. Israel Thorndike, 
of Boston, of the following tenor, viz. 

“ Dear Sir—Having been informed, 
some time since, that the late Professor 
Ebeling, of Hamburgh, had left a very 
extensive and valuable library, contain- 
ing many volumes, maps and charts, pe- 
culiarly adapted to beuseful in the Uni- 
ted States, I determined upon purchas- 
ing it, provided it could be obtained at 
a fair price, considering its intrinsic 
worth, and to present it to the Univer- 
sity at Cambridge, as a mark of the great 
esteem I feel for those who compose the 
government of that seminary, and of ve- 
neration for its great antiquity and use- 
fulness. You. will perceive by the en- 
closed letters and copies, that this ob- 
ject has been effected, and that orders 
have been given for the shipment to the 
United States for account of the Uni- 
versity. | 

“| have to request that your corpora- 
tion will be pleased to accept this libra- 
ry, with my best wishes that it may be 
found conducive to the great end we 
all have in view—the extension of know- 
ledge in our country. 

“T am, dear sir, with respect and es- 
teem, your obedient servant.” 

Whereupon it was voted: 

That the corporation most gratefully 
accept this donation to the University. 
They beg leave to express to the donor 
their high gratification in this act of mu- 
nificence, which entitles him to the res- 
pect and gratitude of present and future 
times ; which is the means of keeping to- 
gether a rich mass of materials for illus- 
trating the history, circumstances, and 
resources of our country; which indi- 
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cates a becoming participation in the 
views and sense of the services of a dis- 
tinguished professor and excellent man, 
abroad, who employed the greatest part 
of a long life in researches mand labours 
relating to America; and which makes 
a peculiarly valuable and interesting 
addition to the apparatus possessed by 
the University for cultivating the record- 
ing sciences, and for acquiring and dif- 
fusing a knowledge of our country, and 
of the new world in general. 

The corporation take satisfaction in 
this generous gift, not only on account 
of its intrinsic worth, but also as it pre- 
sents another instance in which good 
learning receives that individual patron- 
age from which, in the present state of 
eur society, the endowments of litera- 
ture must principally flow ;—an example 
of favour to the interests of lettered 
knowledge, which they trust will con- 
tribute to preserve and promote among 
the reflecting and patriotic, blessed with 

opulence, a worthy emulation in assist- 
ing the intellectual advancement of our 
state and nation, and augmenting the 
usefulness and renown of our ancient 
and cherished University. 

Voted :—T'hat the President, Hon. J. 
Davis, and Hon. J. Phillips, be a com- 
mittee to communicate to Mr. Thorn- 
dike these proceedings of the corpora- 
tion; and to take such order in regard 
to the reception and disposition of “this 
property as shall appear expedient and 
proper. 

[ Attest, | 
Joun T. Kinxranp, President. 


We have been favoured with the sight 
of the catalogue of the American Libra- 
ry of the celebrated Chr. Dan. Ebeling, 
Professor of History,at Hamburgh, which 
one of our distinguished citizens has late- 
ly presented to Harvard College. This 
library, collected with the sreatest care 
and expense, by the unwearied labour of 
fifty years, contains above three thou- 
sand volumes, of which six hundred and 
one are folios, including three hundred 
and fifty-two volumes of newspapers, 
printed in this country, three hundred 
and forty-one quartos, and two thousand 
and ninety octavos and smaller books. 

The plan of the catalogue is analyti- 
cal—the Index exhibiting first, the cox- 
LEcTIONS of writers on “America, next 








the history before Columbus, then the 
authors, who treat of America in gene- 

ral,—1. Columbus, Vesputius, Bc. 3 2. 
books of general history and geography ; 
3. of general geography ; 4. history and 
origin of ry Indians; 5. history, eccle- 
siastical ; literary ; 7. natu- 
ral; 8. ae and discommodities, 
derived from America. Then follow the 
works that treat of the grand divisions 
of America: 1. North, in general; 2. 
South, in general ; 3. Islands. The next 
division, which is very copious, embra- 
cing ahove three ‘hundred volumes on 
the “Spanish Colonies, is thus re 

1. Mexico, 2 2. Califor nia, 3. Florida, 4. 
Terra Firma, 5. Venezuela, Caraccas, 
&c. 6. Guiana, Oronoco and the river of 
the Amazons, 7. Peru, 8. Chili and Pa- 
tagonia, 9. Paraguay and Buenos Ayres, 
10. ecclesiastical history, 11. lite- 
rary, 12 natural, 13. geographical 
descriptions, further subdivided into 
nine parts, 14. statistics, 15. of the ge- 
nius, &c. of the natives. The Portu- 
ouese owe: stand next, under these 
heads: 1. history and descriptions, 2. 
history scslaataaleal. 3. natural, 
4, of distinct Captaincies, 5. sta- 
tistics, 6. history of the natives. The 
French follow ; then the Danish, occupy- 
ing twenty-one volumes,—then the Swe- 
dish, then the Russian, occupying three 

volumes; and the Dutch, thirty. The 
English colonies, which succeed, have 

contributed, of course, much wealth to 
this collection. The West India islands, 
belonging to all nations, occupy a large 
division, the last in the catalogue. 

The chief labour of the Professor, 
however, was en bestowed on the 
collection of works relative to our part 
of the continent ;—the books in which 
the United States generally are treated 
of, being first exhibited by the index,— 
next, the principal subjects of inquiry, 
under six classes, with divisions too nu- 
merous to be here stated, comprise all 
the information printed by foreigners or 
residents. 

That every thing we could desire will 
be found in this American hbrary, would 
be too much to declare; but the degree 
of its completeness may be estimated 
from this fact, that several books, pub- 
lished in England or here, of which no 
antiquary could find a copy in either 
country, are now restored to us. These 
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indeed are little more than curious, and 
by most men would be thought of little 
worth. But the works of great learning, 
research, and cost, which all languages 
have bestowed so liberally on America, 
contained in this collection, we may un- 
hesitatingly affirm, could be found in no 
other single library in the world. The 
Atheneum in Boston has probably many 
fine works of Jess rarity, which the Ger- 
man professor had failed to acquire; and 
the Massachusetts Historical Society 
contains no small number of curious 
tracts, which would by him have been 
sought in vain,—but this library exhibits 
double or treble the quantity of books re- 
lating to America, in which those inva- 
luable depositories are deficient. It is 
hoped that this most liberal foundation 
for a Bibliotheca Americana, in the most 
extensive sense of the phrase, will sti- 
mulate the present age and posterity to 
supply whatever enlargement the super- 
structure may admit: The immense 
mass of authorities can never be em- 
age and improved by a single scho- 
ar, but must be divided, like the mate- 
rials of commerce, by a philosophical 
partition among many labourers. The 
exertions of Professor Ebeling in col- 
lecting this library—which was, and 
would have continued, an extraordinary 
or an unrivalled one in Europe—were 
well known ; and the munificence of Mr. 
Thorndike, by which this intellectual 
treasure is secured to Cambridge for- 
ever, may be further appreciated by the 
general knowledge of the fact, that his 


competitor for the purchase was the king 
of Prussia. 


POET RET 
— 
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From the National Intelligencer. 


VALUABLE DISCOVERY. 


A gentleman, now in our city, has re- 
cently engaged with a few associates, in 
exploring the Cobalt mines, in Chatham 
county, Connecticut. The results, ac- 
cording to present signs and appearances, 
are so highly flattering as to give the pro- 
prietors every reason to expect that a 
sufficient quantity of this valuable mine- 
ral can be taken from the mines annu- 
ally, as would supply the porcelain and 
linen manufactories of Great Britain and 
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than they are now furnished by Sweden 
and Germany. The Chinese, who now 
receive annually a highly valued oxide ot 
Cobait ore, called Azure, from the crown 
mines of Poland, for their china-ware 
manufactories, can be supplied from this 
country more directly, and on more rea- 
sonable terms; this will, in some degree, 
serve as a substitute for specie, in ‘our 
trade with that country. This gentle- 
man is pursuing his valuable and useful 
researches into the mineral resources of 
the country, and will propose to Con- 
gress, this session, to explore the copper 
mines of Lake Superior, with which he 
is somewhat acquainted, thereby ascer- 
taining if that highly useful po neces- 
sary metal in the arts of commerce, 
can be obtained within the bosom of our 
own territories ; if so, it will relieve us 
from foreign dependence in this respect. 
Late accounts from England, received 
in this city, state, that numbers of En- 
glishmen, with their families, are pre- 
paring themselves to come out to Birk- 
beck’s Illinois settlement, next spring; 
amongst whom some are said to be very 
wealthy. An individual is named, who 
purposes bringing along with him 20,000 
pounds sterling; another 5000, &c. The 
preference given to [Illinois by these per- 
sons about to emigrate, is thought to be 
owing to Birkbeck’s letters from thence, 
lately published in England, giving an 
account of that territory. Their circu- 
lation has been very general, and near- 
ly 800 pounds are said to have been 
cleared by their sale-—Wash. Gazette. 


DISTRACTED STATE OF ITALY. 

A great portion of Italy is again in- 
fested b gangs of robbers, now called 
niente in former times Condatori, of 
whom a correct idea may be formed by 
those who have read Mrs. Radcliffe’s ce- 
lebrated romance, entitled “The Myste- 
ries of Udolpho.” Ever since the irrup- 
tion of the Goths into Italy, and the fal! 
of the Roman empire, that fine country 
has been unhappily divided and subdi- 
vided into a variety of petty states and 
districts, each of them hostile to the 
other, and all of them enveloped in gross 
superstition as to religion, and unbound- 
ed licentiousness as to morals. The bet- 


Ireland, on much more reasonable terms ter sorts of people now lament the fall 
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of Napoleon: if he had been permitted 
to continue his sway over that famous 
country for another twenty years, he 
would, by his powerful arm, have united 
the discordant materials, and brought 
Italy back to its former strength and re- 
spectability. 

The territories of the church and of 
Naples are particularly infested by those 
Brigands, who rob and often murder tra- 
vellers. His holiness, the Pope, exerts 
all his power to check these enormities, 
but in vain; his anathemas have -lost 
their former influence both at home and 
abroad. In the month of August last, a 
party of the Pope’s troops went to sup- 
press a party of the Brigands, at a place 
called Frosinare; but, falling into an am- 
buscade laid by Cesaris, a noted leader 
of the freebooters, the commanders were 
killed, and the troops put to flight: the 
Brigands then proceeded to * Prosedi, 
broke open the prison, and murdered a 
number of men, women, and children. 

Censor. 


From the St. Louis Enquirer. 
NORTH WESTERN INDIANS. 


That the expedition to the mouth of | 


the Yellow Stone will eventuate in pro- 
ducing a war with the Indians, bordering 
en the Missouri, and contiguous to the 
settlement intended to be established, is 
an opinion entertained by many. And 
indeed were we to draw conclusions from 
analogy, and the past—from the uniform 
custom of all ages, whether civilized or 
barbarous, who have always viewed with 
a jealous eye the encroachments of a 
contiguous power—from the undue in- 
fluence possessed by the British traders 
over the minds of the Indians, this opi- 
nion seems to attach to itself a more im- 
posing grade of probability than is ordi- 
narily given to conjecture. What is con- 
ecture now will probably one day be 
istory, and perchance the prairies of the 
Missouri will be as famous in history as 


the plains of the Alabama. 


Government, we understand, has or- 
dered two regiments to this place;— 
ene to ascend the Mississippi as far 
as Praire-du-Chien, the other most 
probably to the mouth of the Yellow 
Scone. These measures, while they 
evince a forecast of character highly 
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creditable to secretary Calhoun, also 
shew the apprehensions of government. 
In attacking a hunting party of the Yel- 
low Stone detachment, and other evi- 
dences of hostility, the Indians have 
given a prologue to the great drama they 
intend to act, and, if perchance the ge- 
nius of a Tecumseh should breathe its 
counterpart in the soul of some high- 
minded chieftain, and excite him te aim 
at a coalition amongst his brother kings, 
they could be enabled to raise a force 
that will require a large portion of ouy 
standing army successfully to oppose 
them. 

They have been driven from the most 
extreme east to the westernmost verge 
of this vast continent—from the rising 
towards the setting sun. For centuries 
they have been accustomed to see their 
territories contract at the touch of the 
American people—they have seen their 
numbers, their influence, and their pos- 
sessions, dwindle into nothing, and 
themselves, the rightful owners of the 
soil, driven from the resting place of 
their forefathers. 





From the Literary Miscellany. 


PRAYER BY VOLTAIRE, 


Not unto men, but unto thee, the God 
of all being, of all worlds, and of all ages, 
do I address myself; if feeble creatures, 
lost in thy immensity, and imperceptible 
to the rest of the universe, may presume 
to ask of thee any thing; of thee who 
hast given all; of thee whose decrees are 
unchangeable, as they are eternal; con- 
id to look in pity on the errors 
which are inseparable from our nature, 
and let them not be to us the ground of 
calamity. Thou hast not given us hearts 
to hate one another, nor hands to cut 
each other’s throats: grant that we may 
mutually assist one another to support 
the burden of a painful and transitory 
life: let not the little differences between 
the vestments that cover our feeble bo- 
dies, between our defective languages, 
between our ridiculous customs, between, 
our many imperfect laws, between our 
many foolish opinions, between our seve- 
ral conditions, so see in our eyes, 
and so equal in thine; let not the many 
little distinctions that denote the several 
classes of atoms called men, be signals 
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92 MR. ALLSTON—BANKS, &c. 


of hatred and persecution. May those 
who light up wax tapers at noon-~day to 


celebrate thee, bear with those who are 


content with the light of the sun which 
thou hast placed in the firmament. Let 
not those who, to tell us we must love 
thee, cover their robes with white linen, 


hold in detestation those who tell us the 


same thing in a cloak of black woollen. 
May it be the same to adore thee in a 
jargon formed from an ancient language, 
or in a jargon more modern May those 
whose vesture is dyed with red or with 
purple, who rule over a small parcel of a 
small heap of the mud of this earth, and 
who possess some round bits of a certain 
metal, enjoy without pride’ what thev 
call grandeur and riches, and may others 
behold them without envy: for thou 
knowest that in these vanities, there is 
nothing to be envied, nothing to be 
proud of. May all men remember that 
they are brethren, and may they abhor 
the tyranny that is exercised over the 
mind, as they execrate the violence that 
takes by force the fruit of labour and 
omit | industry. If the scourge of 
war be necessary, let us not liate, let us 
not devour each other in the midst of 
peace ; but let us employ our momenta- 
ry existence in blessing equally, in a 
thousand different languages, from Siam 
to California, thy goodness, which has 
given us this momentary existence. 


Charleston, Jan. 14. 


We yesterday announced the election 
of Washington Allston, esq. as a member 
of the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in 
London. South Carolina has the honour 
of producing this distinguished painter : 
he is a native of Georgetown, received his 
education at Harvard University, and 
soon after he graduated embarked for 
Europe, where he has perfected himself 


in his profession, by studying in the va- 


rious schools of England, France, and 
Italy. He has lately risen to the highest 
rank among the artists of the old world. 
In 1813, he received the great premium 
of 200 guineas for his picture of the 
Dead Man restored to Life, (purchased 
by the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
Arts,) and in 1818, he received another 
premium of 150 guineas for his picture 
of Uriel (purchased by the marquis of 
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Stafford). He has now been elected a 
member of the Royal Academy of Lon- 
don. Mr. Allston has had two pupils, 
Mr. S. F. B. Morse, and Mr. C. R. Les- 
he; both of whom have received pre- 
mium medals in London. Mr. Allston 
is now in Boston (Mass.); Mr. Morse 
is in this city; and Mr. Leslie is still in 
London, about to return to his native 
country in the spring. 


ee 


It is stated ina late London paper, 
that twenty or thirty persons lately ex- 
chequered for selling sloe leaves for tea, 
and counterfeit coffee, have taken their 
departure for the United States. 


Lady Morgan has recently brought out 
on the Dublin stage a comedy called 
“The Irishwoman,” replete with origi- 
nality of conception and humorous dia- 
logue. It met with the most decided 
success. Her national novel, called 
“Florence Macarthy” was expected to 
be published in all December last in 
London. 


The following resolution was offered 
in the House of Representatives of Penn- 
sylvania on the 8th inst. by Mr. Hill. 

Resolved, That the following amend- 
ment be proposed to the constitution of 
the United States, viz. Congress shall 
make no law to erect or incorporate any 
bank or other monied institution, except 
within the District of Columbia; and 
every bank or other monied institution 
which shall be established by the atitho-’ 
rity of Congress, shall, together with its 
branches, and offices of discount and de- 
posit, be confined to the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


—— 


A bill has been reported in the Senate 
of the Legislature of Maryland, to pre- 
vent the passing of bank notes within 
that state, at a rate below their nominal 
value, and imposes a fine of treble the 
amount of the note, on any person who 
attempts to pass or take a note below,its 
nominal value. 


DIED—on the 26th ult. in Orange 
County Jail, N.Y. Mr. Matthew M‘Ken- 
ny, between 60 and 70 years of age. He 
had been in Ulster and Orange County 
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jail about thirty years for a single debt. 
The debt was at first small, and he has 
been a man of considerable property du- 
ring a part of the above period; but of 
late his children have had possession, 
and he has been suffered to linger cut 
his last days in close confinement in a 
loathsome jail. 








Public Affairs. 


Fifteenth Congress. 


SECOND SESSION, 








SENATE, 

Jan.18.—The assent of Congress was asked 
to two acts of the legislature of North Caro- 
lina for improving the navigation of certain 
rivers. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The debate on the Seminole war which 
commenced on Monday the 18th, is still con- 
tinued. It is conducted with more calmness 
and moderation than was expected, from the 
high excitement that the subject has created. 

Gen. Jackson arrived at Washington on the 
23d inst. 

The debate excites great interest; the floor 
and gallery of the house are very much crowd- 
ed—*‘ more so,” says the National Intelli- 
gencer, “than we have ever seen them.” 

Jun. 19.—Mr. Trimble offered for consider- 
ation, a resolution calling on the Bank of the 
United States to show cause why the charter 
shall not be declared forfeited. He said it 
was the duty of Congress to prevent any sus- 
pense of public opinion, which might be i inju- 
rious; by declaring at once that the charter 
was forfeited, or by adopting some measure 
to restore the public confidence in the bank. 

The House refused now to consider the re- 
solution. 

Jan, 21.—A petition was received from sun- 
dry inhabitants of the territory of Missouri, 
praying for a separate territorial government 
by the name of the territory of Arkansas. 

Jan. 25.—The committee appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of fixing a standard 
of weights and measures, &c. made a detailed 
report. 


Spanish Welations. 


The Secretary of State of the United States to 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States to Spain, at Madrid. (No. 7.) 


(Concluded from p. 80.) 


Arbuthnot, nevertheless, persisted; and 
while he was deluding the wretched Indians 
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with the promise of support from 

XLIX.] England, he was writing letters for 
b. them to the British minister in the 

c. United States, to governor Cameron 

d. of New Providence, to colonel Ni- 

e. cholls to be laid beforge the British 

f. government: and even to the Spa- 
nish governor of St. Augustine, and the go- 
vernor general of the Havana, soliciting, in 
all quarters, aid and support, arms and am- 
munition, for the Indians, against the United 
States; be wailing the destruction of the Ne- 
gro Fort, and charging the British govern. 
ment with having drawn the Indians into war 
with the United States, and deserting them 
after the peace. 

You will remark among the papers pro- 
XLIX. No. 1.] duced on his trial, a power of 
attorney, dated 17th June, 1817, given sim 
by twelve Indians, partly of Florida, and part- 
ly of the fugitive outlaws from the United 
States. He states that this power, and his in- 
structions, were, to memorialize ‘the British 
government, and the governor general of the 
Havana. These papers are not only substan- 
tially proved, as of his hand writing, on the 
[Compare XLVII. a. trial, but in the d: aily 

and XLIX. b.] new spapers of London, 
of the 24th and 25th of August last, his letter 
XLVII. c.} to Nicholls is ‘published, (some- 
{Compare XLVII. c. what garbled,) with a 

and XLIX. No. 1.] copy of Hambly’s above 
mentioned letter to him, and a reference to 
this Indian power of attorney to him, approved 
by the commandant of St. Marks, F. C. Luengo. 
XLVII.] Another of the papers is a letter, 
written in the name of the same chiefs, by 
Arbuthnot, to the governor general of the 
Havana, asking of him permission for Ar- 
buthnot to establish a warehouse on the Ap- 
palachicola; bitterly and falsely complaining 
that the Americans had made settlement$ on 
their lands, within the Spanish lines, and call- 
ing upon the governor general to give orders 
to displace them, and send them back to their 
own country. In this letter they assign, as a 
reason for asking this license for Arbuthnot, 
the want of a person to put in writing for 
them their talks, of grievances against the 
Americans. And they add, “the commander 
of the fort of St. Marks has heard all of our 
talks and complaints. He approves of what 
we have done, and what we are doing; and it 
is by his recommendation we have thus pre- 
sumed to address your excellency.”’ You will 
find these papers in the printed newspaper 
enclosed, and in the proceedings of the court 
martial, and will, point them out to the Spa- 
nish government, not only as decisive proofs 
of the unexampled compliances of the Spanish 
officers in Florida, to foreign intrusive agents 
and instigators of Indian hostilities against the 
United States, but as placing-beyond a doubt, 
that participation of this hostile spirit in the 








commandant of St. Marks, which general 
Jackson so justly complains of, and of which 
we have so well founded a right to demand 
the punishment. Here is the commandant of 
a Spanish fort, bound by the sacred engage- 
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ment of a treaty to restrain, by force, the In- 
dians within his command from committing 
hostilities against the United States, conspir- 
ing with those same Indians, and deliberately 
giving his written approbation to their ap- 
pointment of a foreigner, a British subject, as 
their agent, to solicit assistance and supplies 
from the governor general of the Havana, and 
from the British government, for carrying on 
these same hostilities. 

Let us come to the case of Ambrister— 
He was taken in arms; leading and command- 
ing the Indians, in the war against the Ame- 
rican troops; and to that charge, upon his 
trial, pleading guilty. But the primary object 
of his coming there, was still more hostile to 
LVIILIL.] Spain, than to the United States. You 
find that he told three of the witnesses, who 
testified at his trial, that he had come to this 
country upon Mr. Woodbine’s business at 
Tampa Bay, to see the Negroes righted; and 
one of them, that he had a commission in the 
Patriot army, under M‘Gregor; and that he 
had expected a captaincy. And what was 
the intended business of M‘Gregor and Wood- 
bine, at Tampa Bay? It was the conquest of 
Florida from Spain, by the use of those very 
Indians and Negroes, whom the commandant 
of St. Marks was so ready to aid and support 
in war against the United States. The chain 
of proof that establishes this fact, is contain- 
ed in the documents communicated by the 
President to Congress at their last session, re- 


Jating to the occupation of Amelia island by 


LVI.] M‘Gregor. From these documents you 


will find, that while M‘Gregor was there, 


Woodbine went from New Providence, in a 
schooner of his own, to join him—that he ar- 
rived at Amelia island, just as M‘Gregor, 
abandoning the companions of his achieve- 
ment there, was leaving it—that M‘Gregor, 
quitting the vessel in which he had embarked 
at Amelia, went on board that of Woodbine, 
and returned with him to New Providence— 
that Woodbine had persuaded him they could 
yet accomplish the conquest of Florida, with 
soldiers to be recruited at Nassau from the 
corps of Colonial Marines, which had served 
under Nicholls during the late war with the 
United States, which corps had been lately 
disbanded; and with Negroes to be found at 
Tampa Bay, and 1500 Indians, already then 
engaged to Woodbine, who pretended that 
LVII. a. b.] they had made a grant of all their 
lands there to him. Among the papers, the 
originals of which are in our possession, in 
M‘Gregor’s own hand writing, instructions 
for sailing into Tampa Bay, with the asser- 
tion that he calculated to be there by the last 
of April or first of May, of the present year; 
d.] a letter dated 27th December last, to one 
of his acquaintance in this country, disclosing 
e.] the same intention; and the extract of a 
proclamation which was to have been issued 
at Tampa Bay, to the inhabitants of Florida, 
by the person charged with making the set- 
tlement there, before his arrival, announcing 
his appreach, for the purpose of liberating 
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them from the despotism of Spain, and of 


enabling them to form a government for 
themselves. He had persuaded those who 
would listen to him here, that his ultimate ob- 
ject was to sell the Floridas to the United 
States. There is some reason to suppose that 
he had made indirect overtures, of a similar 
nature, to the British government. This was 
Ambrister’s business in Florida. He arrived 
XLIX.] there in March, the precursor’ of 
M‘Gregor and Woodbine, and, immediately 
upon his arrival, he is found seizing upon Ar- 
buthnot’s goods, and distributing them among 
the Negroes and Indians; seizing upon his 
vessel, and compelling its master to pilot him, 
with a body of armed Negroes, towards the 
fort of St. Marks, with the declared purpose 
of taking it by surprise, in the night: wriiing 
letters to governor Cameron, of New Provvi- 
cence, urgently calling for supplies of muni- 
tions of war, and of cannon, for the war 
against the Americans; and letters to colonel 
Nicholls, renewing the same demands of sup- 
plies; informing him, that he is with 300 Ne- 
groes, ‘a few of our Bluff people,’ who had 
stuck to the cause, and were relying upon the 
faith of Nicholl’s promises. Our Bluff people 


were the people of the Negro fort, collected | 


by Nicholls’ and Woodbine’s proclamations, 
during the American and English war; and 
the cause to which they stuck, was the sa- 
vage, servile, exterminating war against the 
United States. 

Among the agents and actors of such vir- 
tuous enterprizes as are here unveiled, it was 
hardly expected that there would be found 
remarkable evidences of their respect, confi- 
dence and good faith towards one another. 
Accordingly, besides the violent seizure and 
distribution, by Ambrister, of Arbuthnot’s 
property, his letters to governor Cameron, 
and to Nicholls, are filled with the distrust 
and suspicions of the Indians, that they were 
deceived and betrayed by Arbuthnot; while 
in Arbuthnot’s letters to the same Nicholls, 
XLIX. f.] he accuses Woodbine of having 
taken charge of poor Francis, the prophet, or 
Hilas Hildjo, upon his return from England 
to New Providence, and under pretence of 
taking care of him and his affairs, of having 
defrauded him of a large portion of the pre- 
sents which had been delivered -out from the 
king’s stores to him, for Francis’s use. This 
XLVII. a.] is one of the passages of Arbuth- 
not’s letter to Nicholls, omitted in the publi- 
cation of it last August, in the London news- 
papers. 

In this narrative of dark and complicated 
depravity; this creeping and insidious war, 
beth against Spain and the United States; 
this mockery of patriotism; these political 
philters to fugitive slaves and Indian outlaws; 
these perfidies and treacheries of villains in- 
capable of keeping their faith even to each 
other; all in the name of South American li- 


| berty, of the rights of runaway Negroes, and 


the wrongs of savage murderers—all com- 
bined and projected to plunder Spain of her 
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provinces, and to spread massacre and devas- 
tation along the borders of the United States 
—is all this sufficient to cool the sympathies 
of His Catholic Majesty’s government, excited 
by the execution of these two “ subjects of a 
power in amity with the king.” The Spanish 
vovernment is not at this day to be informed, 
that, cruel as war in its mildest forms must 
be, it is, and necessarily must be, doubly 
cruel, when waged with savages; that sa- 
vages make no prisoners, but to torture them; 
that they give no quarter; that they put to 
death without discrimination of age or sex; 
that these ordinary characteristics of Indian 
warfare have been applicable, in their most 
heart-sickening horrors, to that war, left us 
by Nicholls, as his legacy, reinstigated by 
Woodbine, Arbuthnot and Ambrister, and 
stimulated by the approbation, encourage- 
ment, and aid of the Spanish commandant at 
St. Marks. Is proof required? Intreat the 
Spanish minister of state, for a moment, to 
overcome the feelings which details like these 
must excite, and to reflect, if possible, with 
composure, upon the facts stated in the fol- 
lowing extracts from the documents enclosed. 

Letter from sailing master Jairus Loomis to 
commodore Daniel T. Patterson, 13th Au- 
XXII] gust, 1816, reporting the destruction 
of the Negro Fort. 

“On examining the prisoners, they stated 
‘* that Edward Daniels, O. S. who was made 
‘‘ prisoner in the boat, was tarred and burnt 
“6 alive.” 

Letter from Archibald Clarke to general 
Gaines, 26th Feb. 1817. (Message of the Pre- 
sident of the United States to Congress, 25th 
March, 1818, p. 9.) ; 

**On the 24th inst. the house of Mr. Gar- 
* rett, residing in the upper part of this coun- 
“ty, near the boundary of Wayne county, 
“‘ (Georgia,) was attacked, during his ab- 
“sence, near the middle of the day, by this 
** party, (of Indians,) consisting of about fif- 
“teen, who shot Mrs. Garret, in two places, 
*‘and then despatched her by'stabbing and 
“scalping. Her two children, one about 
“three years, and the other two months, 
*“were also murdered, and the eldest scalp- 
*‘ ed: the house was then plundered of every 
** article of value, and set on fire.” 

LXI.] Letter from Peter B. Cook (Arbuth- 
not’s clerk), to Eliz. A. Carney, at Nassau, 
dated Suwahnee, 19th Jan. 1818, giving an 
account of their operations with the Indians, 
against the Americans, and their massacre of 
lieutenant Scott and his party. 

“There was a boat that was taken by the 
** Indians, that had in thirty men, seven wo- 
“men, four small children. There were six 
* of the men got clear, and one woman saved, 
“and all the rest of them got killed. The 
“children were took by the leg, and their 
“ brains dashed out against the boat.” 

If the bare recital of scenes like these can- 
not be perused without shuddering, what 
must be the agonized feelings of those whose 
wives and children are, from day to day, and 
from night to night, exposcd to be the victims 
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of the same barbarity? Has mercy a voice to 
plead for the perpetrators and instigators of 
deeds like these? Should inquiry hereafter 
be made, why, within three months after this 
event, the savage Hamathli Micco, upon being 
taken by the American troops, was, by order 
of their commander, immediately hung, let it 
be told that that savage was the commander 
of the party by which those women were 
butchered, and those helpless infants were 
thus dashed against the boat. Contending 
with such enemies, although humanity revolts 
at entire retaliation upon them, and spares 
the lives of their feeble and defenceless wo- 
men and children, yet mercy herself surren- 
ders to retributive justice the lives of their 
leading warriors taken in arms—and still more 
the lives of the foreign, white incendiaries, 
who, disowned by their own governments, 
and disowning their own natures, degrade 
themselves beneath the savage character, by 
voluntarily descending to its level. Is not this 
the dictate of common sense? Is not this the 
usage of legitimate warfare? Is it not conso- 
nant to«the soundest authorities of national 
law. ‘When at war (says Vattel) with a fe- 
** rocious nation, which observes no rules and 
“‘ grants no quarter, they may be chastised in 
“the persons of those of them who may be 
“taken; they are of the number of the guil- 
**ty; and by this rigour, the attempt may be 
* made of bringing them to a sense of the 
* laws of humanity.” And again: “ As a ge- 


“‘ neral has the right of sacrificing the lives’ 


“of his enemies to his own safety or that of 
*‘ his peuple, if he has to contend with an in- 
‘“* human enemy, often guilty of such excesses, 
“* he may take the lives of some of his prison- 
“‘ ers, and treat them as his own people have 
“been treated.” The justification of these 
principles is found in their salutary efficacy, 
for terror and for example. It is thus only 
that the barbarities of Indians can be success- 
fully encountered. It is thus only that the 
worse than Indian barbarities of European im- 
postors, pretending authority from their go- 
vernments, but always disdvowed, can be pu- 
nished and arrested. Great Britain yet en- 
gages the alliance and co-operation of savages 
in war. But her government has invariably 
disclaimed all countenance or authorization 
to her subjects to instigate them against us 
in time of peace. Yet so it has happened, 
that from the period of our established inde- 
pendence to this day, a// the Indian wars with 
which we have been afflicted have been dis- 
tinctly traceable to the instigation of English 
traders or agents, always disavowed, yet al- 
ways felt, more than once detected, but never 
before punished. Two of them, offenders of 
the deepest dye, after solemn warning to their 
pee and individually to one of them, 

ave fallen, flagrante delicto, into the hands of 
an American general; and the punishment 
inflicted upon them has fixed them on high 
as an example, awful in its exhibition, but we 
trust, auspicious in its results, of that which 
awaits unauthorized pretenders of European 
agency, to stimulate and interpose in wars 
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between the United States and the Indians 
within their control. . 
This exposition of the origin, the causes, 
and the character of the war with the Semi- 
nole Indians and part of the Creeks, com- 
bined with M‘Gregor’s mock patriots and Ni- 
choll’s negroes, which necessarily led our 
troops into Florida, and gave rise to all those 
incidents of which Mr. Pizarro so vehement- 
ly complains, will, it is hoped, enapdle you to 
present other and sounder views of the sub- 
ject to His Catholic Majesty’s government. 
It will enable you to show that the occupa- 
tion of Pensacola and St. Marks was occasion- 
ed neither by a spirit of hostility to Spain, 
nor with a view to extort, prematurely, the 
province from her possession; that it was 
rendered necessary by the neglect of Spain 
to perform her engagements of restraining 
the Indians from hostilities against the United 
States, and by the culpable countenance, en- 
couragement, and assistance given to those 
Indians, in their hostilities, by the Spanish 
governor and commandant at those places— 
that the United States have a right to de- 
mand, as the President does demand, of Spain 
the punishment of those officers for this mis- 
conduct; and he further demands of Spain a 
just and reasonable indemnity to the United 
States for the heavy and necessary expenses 
which they have been compelled to incur, by 
the foilure of Spain to perform her engage- 
ment, to restrain the Indians, aggravated by 
this demonstrated complicity of her com- 
manding officers with them, in their hostilj- 
ties against the United States—that the two 
Englishmen executed by order of general 
Jackson were not only identified with the sa- 
vages, with whom they were carrying on the 
war against the United States, but that one 
of them was the mover and fomenter of the 
war, which, without his interference and false 
promises to the Indians of support from the 
British government, never would have hap- 
pened—that the other was the instrument of 
war against Spain as well as the United States, 
commissioned by M‘Gregor, and expedited 
by Woodbine, upon their project of conquer- 
ing Florida with these Indians and Neyroes 
—that, as accomplices of the savages, and, 
sinning against their better knowledge, worse 
than savages, general Jackson, possessed of 
their persons and of the proofs of their guilt, 
might, by the lawful and ordinary usages of 
war, have hung them both without the forma- 
lity of a trial—that, to allow them every pos- 
sible opportunity of refuting the proofs, or of 
showing any circumstance in extenuation of 
their crimes, he gave them the benefit of a 
trial by a court martial, of highly respectable 
officers—that the defence of one consisted, 
solely and exclusively, of technical cavils at 
the nature of part of the evidence against 
him, and the other confessed his guilt. Fi- 
nally, that, in restoring Pensacola and. St. 
Marks to Spain, the President gives the most 
signal proof of his confidence, that hereafter 
her engagement to restrain, by force, the In- 
dians of Florida from all hostilities against the 
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United States will be effectually fulfilled— 
that there will be no more murders, no more 
robberies within our borders, by savages 
prowling along the Spanish line, and seeking 
shelter within it, to display in their villages 
the scalps of our women and children, their 
victims, and to sell, with shameless eftrontery, 
the plunder from our citizens in Spanish forts 
and cities—that we shall hear no more apo- 
logies from Spanish governors and command- 
ants, of their inability to perform the duties 
of their office and the solemn contracts of 
their country—no more excuses for com- 
pliances to the savage enemies of the United 
States from the dread of their attacks upon 
themselves—no more harbouring of foreign 
impostors, upon compulsion; that a strength 
sufficient will be kept in the province to re- 
strain the Indians by force, and officers em- 
powered and instructed to employ it effec- 
tually to maintain the good faith of the na- 
tion, by the effective fulfilment of the treaty. 
The duty of this government to protect the 
persons and property of our fellow citizens 
on the borders of the United States is impe- 
rative—it must be discharged—and if, after all 
the warnings that Spain has had—-if, after the 
prostration of all her territorial rights and 
neutral obligations, by Nicholls and his ban- 
ditti, during war, and of all her treaty stipu- 
lations, by Arbuthnot and Ambrister, abet- 
ted by her own commanding officers, during 
peace, to the cruel annoyance of the United 
States—if the necessities of self-defence 
should again compel the United States to 
take possession of the Spanish forts and 
places in Florida, declare, with the candour 
and frankness that becomes us, that another 
unconditional restoration of them must not 
be expected; that even the President’s con- 
fidence in the good faith and ultimate justice 
of the Spanish government will yield to the 
painful experience of continual disappoint- 
ment; and that, after unwearied and almost 
unnumbered appeals to them, for the per- 
formance of their stipulated duties, in vain, 
the United States will be compelled to rely, 
for the protection of their borders, upon 
themselves alone. 

You are authorized to communicate the 
whole of this letter, and the accompanying 
documents, to the Spanish government. 


I have the honour, &c. &c. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
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